Obituary
DMITRY GROMYKO

(14.03.1957-15.11.2024)
We are sad to pass on the news of the death of Dmitry Gromyko on November 15, 2024.

Dmitry (Dima) Gromyko was one of the longest serving of the laboratory of
Palaeobotany of the Komarov Botanical Institute RAS (BIN RAS), where he worked since 1980.
The main scientific interests of Dmitry were related to the anatomy of fossil woods, mainly
Cretaceous and Tertiary, and palaeoclimate. He published around 25 papers about palaeo-
botany (see below) and about scientists studying paleobotany, and has also contributed to two

books: Fossil Flowering Plants of Russia and Adjacent Countries (Budantsev L.Yu. (ed.): 1994, vol.
3 and 2005, vol. 4).

Dmitry took part in numerous palaeobotanical expeditions to the Russian Far East,
Abkhazia, Antarctica, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and curated a collection of fossil woods
in BIN RAS. Dmitry always supported and helped students and postgraduates with practical
advice in everything. His love of fossil wood inevitably meant he was a member of the
International Association of Wood Anatomists (IAWA). He was a participant in the international
program for the study of the Neogene climates of Eurasia "Neclime".

As well as contributing directly to scientific research, Dmitry was also committed to
supporting his colleagues through taking on administrative roles. From 2022, he worked as the
head of the expert center in BIN RAS, in 2023 he became the director of the foundation
"Botanical Garden of the 21st Century".



He was the ideologist and organizer of the creation of the unique complex
paleobotanical exhibition “Paleo Garden”, which opened this summer in the Botanical Garden
of BIN RAS in St. Petersburg. It includes sculptural reconstructions of plants from different
geological periods, large-sized specimens of fossil woods, as well as living relict plants.

Dmitry was an erudite, kind and sympathetic person, always ready to help everyone. He
was fun to be with and generous with his time to other researchers. In BIN RAS, everyone liked
and respected him, sentiments that extended worldwide among his fellow palaeobotanists. Our
palaeobotanical community will miss Dmitry Gromyko, but he will be remembered fondly.
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